CITY OF ROCKY FORD - CITY COUNCIL MEETING
City Council Chambers | 203 S. Main Street, Rocky Ford, CO

November 25, 2025

REGULAR MEETING: 6:00pm
Rocky Ford City Council met in Council Chambers on Tuesday, November 25, 2025. Mayor
Duane Gurulé called the meeting to order.

Those present at roll call were:
Mayor: Duane Gurule

Councilmembers: Robert Barron, Nicholas Martinez, Nanette Mosby, and Nicole Roberts. Thomas
Mullins was in attendance by Zoom.

Councilmembers absent: Johnny McMurray

City Staff: City Manager Stacey Milenski, City Clerk Michelle Grasmick, Police Chief Matt Wallace, Fire
Chief Ray Gonzales, Sergeant Joshua Cobb, Officer Mark Montano, Public Works Director Rick Long,
Public Works Foreman Cuco Ruiz, Water/Wastewater Foreman Cody Baylor. Finance Director Kyle
Crosswhite and City Attorney Dan Harvey were in attendance online by Zoom.

Public attendance: J.R. Thompson, Gary Reed, Elaine Gurulé, Demi Gurulé, Daylene Gurulé.

Mayor Duane Gurulé led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Councilmember Roberts read aloud the City of Rocky Ford’s Mission Statement.

5.1 None

6. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA

Councilmember Mullins requested to move Consent Agenda item 6.3 Art’s Commission -
Recommendation to re-appoint Laura Thompson, Soraya Shiranlou, and Chris Sandoval to three (3) year
terms expiring December 31, 2028, to Agenda under New Business 5.6. Councilmember Barron

moved to approve the Consent Agenda with the removal of 6.3 from Consent Agenda and addition to
Agenda as 5.6 under New Business. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Mosby.



Voting results were:

YES: Barron, Martinez, Mosby, Mullins, McMurray, Gurulé

NO: None

ABSENT: McMurray

Motion carried: 6-0

Consent Agenda ltems approved were:

6.1 Approval of Council meeting minutes from November 10, 2025 - Regular meeting at 6:00pm
6.2 Application for Liquor License Renewal - UPOP Holdings, LLC dba JR’s Country Store, 1207 Elm
Avenue, Rocky Ford

6.4 Chamber of Commerce - Request to close Public Streets for PARADE OF LIGHTS - Main Street,
from Washington Avenue to Front Street, on Saturday, November 29, 2025

7. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

7.1 Councilmember Roberts moved to approve the Agenda with the addition of 8.2 Introduction of
Sergeant Joshua Cobb under Presentations, Awards, Proclamations and 5.6 Art’s Commission -
Recommendation to re-appoint Laura Thompson, Soraya Shiranlou, and Chris Sandoval to three (3) year
terms expiring December 31, 2028, under New Business. The motion was seconded by Councilmember
Martinez.

Voting results were:

YES: Martinez, Mosby, Roberts, Mullins, Barron, Gurulé

NO: None

ABSENT: McMurray

Motion carried: 6-0

8. PRESENTATIONS, AWARDS, PROCLAMATIONS

8.1 Finish 2026 Budget Department Presentations — Public Works Director Rick Long presented the
proposed 2026 Budget for Water, Wastewater, and Refuse Departments.

8.2 Introduction of Sergeant Joshua Cobb

ADJOURNMENT SINE DIE 6:49pm

Administration of Oaths of Office to Newly Elected Officials

Oath of Office - Duane Gurulé, Mayor
Oath of Office - Nanette Mosby, Councilmember Ward |

Convening of New Council
Mayor Duane Gurulé called the meeting to order at 6:52pm.

Those present at roll call were:

Mayor: Duane Gurulé



Councilmembers: Nanette Mosby, Nicole Roberts, Thomas Mullins, Robert Barron, and Nicholas
Martinez.

3. OLD BUSINESS

3.1 Action on recommendation from Planning Commission for a compliance review of Special Use
Permit #2025 - #1 from Ashley Meier and Travis Meier, 409 S. 4" Street, Rocky Ford

The Planning Commission recommended approving a three-month extension of Special Use Permit
#2025 - #1 with a compliance review on February 2, 2026. Council expressed concerns about the lack of
progress on the work, the absence of documentation or photos, and the proper disposal of sewage. They
emphasized that this was not a permanent solution and stressed the importance of following through
with the planned work.

Councilmember Barron moved to deny the Planning Commission recommendation. Councilmember
Mullins seconded the motion.

Voting results were:

YES: Roberts, Mullins, Barron, Martinez, Mosby

NO: Gurulé

Motion carried: 5-1

4. PUBLIC HEARING
4.1 None

5. NEW BUSINESS

5.1 Appointment of Mayor Pro-Tem

Councilmember Roberts moved to re-appoint Councilmember Mosby as Mayor Pro-Tem.
Councilmember Barron seconded the motion.

Voting results were:

YES: Mullins, Barron, Martinez, Mosby, Roberts, Gurulé

NO: None

Motion carried: 6-0

5.2 Announcement of Rocky Ford Ditch and Catlin Canal shares for 2026

Councilmember Roberts moved to approve the announcement of Rocky Ford Ditch and Catlin Canal
shares for 2026. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Martinez.

Voting results were:

YES: Barron, Martinez, Mosby, Roberts, Mullins, Gurulé

NO: None

Motion carried: 6-0

5.3 Selection of Catlin Canal Proxy



Councilmember Roberts moved to approve the re-appointment of Alan Frantz as Catlin Canal Proxy.
Councilmember Mosby seconded the motion.

Voting results were:

YES: Barron, Martinez, Mosby, Roberts, Mullins, Gurulé

NO: None

Motion carried: 6-0

5.4 Action on request from SETRAN to install bus shelters

The council discussed a request from SETRAN to install bus shelters at Library Park, Sage, Nava Manor,
and Plaza Nueva, with concerns raised about the impact on open space at Library Park and who will
provide maintenance to the structures. Councilmembers requested to table discussion for Work Session
to include representatives from SETRAN, public safety, library, museum, and Sage Senior Services.

5.5 Letter of Support for Circle K gas station project
Councilmembers gave consensus of approval for the letter written by Mayor Gurulé providing City of
Rocky Ford Support for Access Permit — Proposed Circle K Development.

5.6 Art’s Commission - Recommendation to re-appoint Laura Thompson, Soraya Shiranlou, and Chris
Sandoval to three (3) year terms expiring December 31, 2028. Councilmember Mullins expressed
concerns regarding the reappointment of Art’s Commission member Chris Sandoval, citing a potential
conflict of interest due to his paid employment at the theater while serving on the board, as well as issues
related to his public comments and possible liability for the city. It was requested to have the re-
appointments separated into two motions.

Councilmember Roberts moved to approve to re-appoint Art’s Commission members Laura Thompson
and Soraya Shiranlou to two (3) year terms expiring December 31, 2028. Councilmember Martinez
seconded the motion.

Voting results were:

YES: Martinez, Mosby, Roberts, Mullins, Barron, Gurulé

NO: None

Motion carried: 6-0

Councilmember Roberts moved to approve to re-appoint Art’s Commission member Chris Sandoval to
one (3) year term expiring December 31, 2028. Councilmember Barron seconded the motion.

Voting results were:

YES: Mosby, Roberts, Barron, Gurulé

NO: Mullins, Martinez

Motion carried: 4-2

6. STAFF REPORTS
6.1 City Manager - Stacey Milenski summarized written City Manager’s report to Council.



Z. COUNCIL REPORTS

Mullins - Prehistoric Identification presentation was recorded and will be uploaded to Facebook.
Museum board meeting moved to 2nd Wednesday of the month.

Martinez - Increased patronage at library. Friday Afternoon Club and Lego Club have had great
attendance on Fridays at the Library. No recent meetings for Tree Board or Pool Board.

Barron - Second week of Wicked: For Good. Upcoming movies: Now You See Me, Now You Don’t, Re-
release of The Grinch, Avatar: Fire and Ash. Upcoming Christmas movies — each Saturday at 1:30pm -
listed movies and sponsors. Was not able to attend the Arts Commission meeting last week, so not able
to give an update. Suggested multiple ways to support the theater.

Mosby - No updates on Boards.

Roberts - Free Community Thanksgiving Dinner at Gobin Building 11am-2pm on November 27". Parade
of Lights @ 5:30pm with free chili supper and activities after at Gobin Building on November 29". AVR
Community Christmas Party at Boogie’s Event Center on December 12". Concert at Gobin Building for
New Year’s Eve. Two open boards seats.

Gurulé - Shout to other departments for helping with Trash route after Veteran’s holiday. OPI-OCLI
meeting was on the 11/17 - no updates. Attended the meeting with Circle Kon 11/18. Pioneer Ribbon
Cutting Ceremony. Will need a Special Meeting for first reading on several ordinances with Public
Hearing.

Side discussion about clarifying what types of vendors require licensing and need to pay fees. Requested
further discussion at a future Work Session.

8. PUBLIC COMMENT
8.1 JR Thompson noted that the Art Commission has up to three additional openings on the board.

9. EXECUTIVE SESSION

9.1 Executive Session - To determine positions relative to matters that may be subject to negotiations;
developing strategy for negotiations; and instructing negotiators, pursuant to C.R.S. § 24-6-402 (4)(e) and
to hold a conference with the City’s attorney to receive legal advice on specific legal questions, pursuant
to C.R.S. § 24-6-402(4)(b), concerning H.E. Whitlock and the roof damage at the Public Safety Building
located at 300 S. Main Street, Rocky Ford

Councilmember Roberts moved to go into Executive Session. The motion was seconded by
Councilmember Barron. Voting results were:

YES: Roberts, Mullins, Barron, Martinez, Mosby, Gurulé

NO: None

Motion carried: 6-0

Mayor Gurulé recessed the regular meeting at 8:07pm to go into Executive Session.



Those going into Executive Session were City Attorney Dan Harvey, City Manager Stacey Milenski, Fire
Chief Raymond Gonzales, Mayor Duane Gurulé, Councilmembers Thomas Mullins, Nicole Roberts,
Nanette Mosby, Robert Barron, and Nicholas Martinez.

Executive Session 15.1 started at 8:15pm and ended at 8:53pm.
The regular meeting reconvened at 8:57pm.

Mayor Gurulé reported, for the record, that if any person who participated in the executive sessions
believed that any substantial discussion of any matters not included in the motion to go into the
executive session occurred during the executive session, or that any improper action occurred during the
executive session in violation of the Open Meeting Law, that they should please state their concerns for
the record. There were none.

10. UPCOMING MEETINGS
10.1 December 2, 2025, from 2:00pm - 4:00pm City Council Special Meeting
10.2 December 9, 2025, at 6:00pm - City Council Regular Meeting

ADJOURN
There being no further business, Mayor Gurulé adjourned the meeting at 8:58pm.

Mayor Duane Gurulé City Clerk, Michelle Grasmick



